DRAFT



ORDINANCE NO.                        

VILLAGE OF ________________

SEWER RATE ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING USER CHARGES IN THE VILLAGE OF ________________ TO PROVIDE FUNDS NEEDED TO PAY FOR DEBT, OPERATION, MAINTENANCE AND REPLACEMENT EXPENSES ASSOCIATED WITH THE VILLAGE'S WASTEWATER FACILITIES IMPROVEMENTS.

WHEREAS, the Village of ________________, Ohio, has recently constructed new wastewater treatment facilities; and 

WHEREAS, it is the Village of ________________'s intent to establish proportionate user charges that places the costs of abatement directly on the sources of pollution, conserves potable water, and maintains financial self‑sufficiency; and

WHEREAS, the Village must pay the debt, operation, maintenance and replacement expenses associated with the wastewater treatment facilities and charge the users of said treatment facilities accordingly.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of ________________, Ohio, that the following user charges and associated user charge requirements are established.


ARTICLE I
Section 101 - It is determined and declared to be necessary and conducive to the protection of the public health, safety, welfare and convenience of the Village to collect charges from all users who contribute wastewater to the Village's treatment facilities.  The proceeds of such charges so derived will be used for the purpose of operating and maintaining the public wastewater treatment facilities.


ARTICLE II
Section 201 - The revenues collected, as a result of the user charges levied for sewer service, shall be deposited in a non‑lapsing fund known as the Sewer Operating Fund.  A portion of the revenues shall be set aside in separate Reserve/Replacement Fund for replacement of equipment of the sewer system.  The amount for the reserve/replacement fund shall be determined on an annual basis.

Section 202 - Fiscal year‑end balances in the operating funds shall be used for no other purposes than those designated.  Monies which have been transferred from other sources to meet temporary shortages in the operating funds shall be returned to their respective accounts upon appropriate adjustment of the user charge rates for operation, maintenance and replacement.  The user charge rate(s) shall be adjusted such that the transferred monies will be returned to their respective accounts within six months of the fiscal year in which the monies were borrowed.


ARTICLE III
Section 301 - Each user shall pay for the service provided by the Village of ________________ based on their actual metered water use.  The Village will not provide free service to any individual or entity.

Section 302 – For customers who may not have a water service or metered water, the rate structure shall be based on an Equivalent Dwelling Unit, or EDU.  An EDU is equal to 200 gallons per day per service unit.  All customers shall be rated using the methodology presented in EXHIBIT 1.

Section 303 - The monthly sewer rates and charges shall be established as follows, to become effective on the date of connection.


Sewer Charges:


Sewer Services with Metered Water:

First 1000 gallons/month
$ 35.00 (Minimum Charge)

Each additional 1000 gallons
$   3.70 per 1000 gallons

Sewer Services without Metered Water:

Sewer Charges:

$ 47.95 per EDU

Section 304 - Any user who discharges to the sanitary sewer system any substance which singly or by interaction with other substances causes identifiable increases in the cost of operation, maintenance or replacement of the sewage treatment facilities, shall pay for such increased costs.  The charge to each such user shall be as determined by the appropriate financial personnel and approved by the Village Council.

Section 305 - When either or both the total suspended solids (SS) and the five day Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD5) of a water or waste accepted for admission to the system exceeds the values of their constituents for normal domestic sewage, the excess concentration in either or both, as the case may be, shall be subject to a surcharge based on the cost per pound to remove the excess quantity of each constituent.  In addition to the surcharge, the user will pay the user charges as defined in other sections of this Ordinance.

Section 306 - In addition to a surcharge on BOD5 and suspended solids, the Village Council shall have the right to surcharge any user for the discharge of any pollutant into the sewage system or for any other reason deemed necessary and appropriate, such as excessively high rates of discharge.

Section 307 - The Village shall have the right to gain access to the waste stream from any establishment and take its own samples.

Section 308 - The user charge rates established in this article apply to all users in the service area (includes both users within Village Limits and Outside Village Limits) of the Village of ________________.


ARTICLE IV
Section 401 - All users shall be billed monthly.  Billings for any particular month will be sent within ten days after the end of the month.  Payments are due within twenty days after the billing date.  Any payment not received within thirty days after the end of the month shall be delinquent.  The first sewer system billing shall begin on the date of connection to the sanitary sewer system and will be prorated based on the number of days in service for the first month.

Section 402 - A late payment penalty of 10 percent of the user charge bill will be added to each delinquent bill.  When any bill is more than sixty (60) days in default, sewer service to such premise shall be discontinued until such bill is paid.  The full amount due plus a reconnection fee of $25.00 must be paid in order for service to be resumed.

Section 403 - If a bank should return a check for insufficient funds, the account will be subject to an insufficient funds charge of $20.00.  If a person has two checks returned for insufficient funds, the Village may require all future payments to be made in cash or money order.  Upon the claim of a person that the return of a check for insufficient funds was a bank error, the Village may waive an insufficient funds charge and/or accept payment by check if the bank supplies adequate documentation of its error.

Section 404 - Any unpaid billings, together with accrued penalties, shall be annually certified to the County Auditor, pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, who shall place such delinquencies upon the real property tax duplicate for the property receiving sewage service.  Such delinquencies shall be a lien upon the property from the date the delinquency is placed upon the real property tax duplicate and shall be collected in the same manner as other real estate taxes.  Failure to pay delinquencies certified may result in a foreclosure of the property by the County Prosecutor.  This part shall be in addition to all other collection remedies provided by law including an action in Small Claims Court.


ARTICLE V
Section 501 - The Village of ________________ will review the user charges (rate schedules) at least annually and revise the rates as necessary to ensure that adequate revenues are generated to pay the costs of debt retirement, operation and maintenance, including replacement, and that the sewer system continues to provide the proportional distribution of operation, maintenance, and replacement costs among users and user classes.

Section 502 - The Village will notify each user at least annually of the rate being charged for sewer service and that portion of the sewer service charge which is attributable to operation, maintenance, and replacement of the sewer treatment facilities.


ARTICLE VI
Section 601 - This Ordinance hereby supersedes any and all ordinances previously passed related to sewer rates in the Village of ________________.

Section 602 - This Ordinance shall take effect and be in full force on ___________________, 200__ for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety of the Village.

Section 603 - It is hereby found that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the passage of this Ordinance were adopted at an open meeting of this Council or its committees that resulted in such formal actions, were in open meetings to the public, and complies with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Section 604 - The Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published by posting at these public places within the Village of ________________, Ohio:

________________ Post Office, and ________________ Municipal Building

Passed by the Council for the Village of ________________ this            day of                                     , 200__.

Attest:                                                                   
                                                                    
Clerk-Treasurer

Mayor


EXHIBIT 1


VILLAGE OF ________________

Rate Setting Methodology for Non-Water Metered Users
The rate setting model to be utilized for the Village of ________________ is the Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) rate.  The user classes to be evaluated fall into two main categories: residential and non-residential.  A uniform rate is established for all users based on the dominant user group and a typical flow from one user (EDU).  The dominant user group in the Village of ________________ is residential.  The typical flow from one user is estimated to be 200 gallons per day (gpd).

Rates applied to non-residential users are based upon the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) selected flow guide per user type.  The following table equates flow from non-residential users to that of residential users based upon the Ohio EPA Flow Guide and a base EDU flow of 200 gpd.


User Categories and EDU Criteria1
	Type of User
	Estimated Sewage 

   Flow (GPD)
	     EDU2

	Residential:

Homes

Apartments

Trailer Parks

Vacation Cottages
	200 per home

200 per apartment

200 per trailer

200 per cottage
	1 per home

1 per apartment

1 per trailer

1 per cottage

	Non-Residential:

Assembly Hall

Beauty Shop, Styling Salon

Bowling Alleys (No Food Service)

Church

Elementary School

Institution (Residential)

Laundry

Motels

Office Building

Parks and Camps

Restaurant, Ordinary (Not 24-hour)

Restaurant, 24-Hour

Retail Store


Service Station

Swimming Pool

Tavern (Very Little Food Service)


	2 per seat

100 per basin

75 per lane

5 per sanctuary seat

15 per pupil

100 per resident

400 per machine

100 per room

20 per employee

87 per tent

35 per seat

50 per seat

20 per employee

1000 - 1st pump island

500 - additional islands

5 per swimmer

35 per seat


	0.01 per seat

0.5 per basin

0.38 per lane

0.03 per sanctuary seat

0.08 per pupil

0.50 per resident

2.0 per machine

0.50 per room

0.10 per employee

0.44 per tent

0.18 per seat

0.25 per seat

0.10 per employee

5.0 1st island

2.5 additional island

0.03 per swimmer

0.18 per seat



	1
OEPA suggested sewage flow guide is basis for EDU.

2
EDU is equivalent to 156 gals/day - 1 EDU minimum for any service.
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