VILLAGE OF __________________ BY-LAWS: VILLAGE WATER SYSTEM

RULE 1 - GENERAL

The Village, for the purpose of maintaining and operating a system of Water-Works herein referred to, shall employ a Water Clerk, subject to instructions and directions of the Board of Public Affairs, Village Council or Mayor now. The wages of said Clerk and other Village employees shall be fixed by the Village Council, which reserves the right, with notice, to discharge or cause to be discharged the Clerk or any or all employees as may be in the best interest of the Water Service.

RULE 2 - ONE METER PER RESIDENCE/EXTRA MINIMUM BILL/ TURNING WATER OFF AND ON

There shall be one meter per residence, which shall only be set or removed by authorized employees of the Water Department or by special order of the Water Department. Deviation from the one meter per residence requirement may be made by Council for good cause shown. If no variance is granted by Council, and the Village learns that more than one customer is served by just one meter, and such customer(s) refuse(s) to install an additional meter or meters, then such customer(s) shall be charged and is required to pay an additional minimum monthly bill, every month, until the additional tap fee is paid (as well as the additional minimum paid for all such months), and the additional meter(s) is/are obtained. At that point, separate billings shall begin.

Water shall only be turned on by authorized employees of the Water Department, provided. however that plumbers may turn water on to test their work, but must shut it off immediately after such test. No connection shall be made ahead of any meter.

Meters shall not be tampered with or seals broken except by authorized employees of the Water Department. Whoever violates any of the provisions of these rules and regulations shall be subject to fine, not to exceed $50.00 for each occurrence.

RULE 3 - APPLICATION FOR NEW SERVICE REFUSAL OF SERVICE

Water service connections will not be made at any premises until the property owner or his duly authorized agent has made application therefore, upon a form prepared for such purpose and without first purchasing a meter from the Water Department. If such is new service, the newly purchased meter will be held at the Water Department until all plumbing work has been completed and the water is ready to be turned on for use. Such new customer shall be responsible for all water bills for such premises.

It is the customer's responsibility to determine whether an existing or previous owner of property owes a late bill. If certified as a lien, such delinquency attaches to the property, and water cannot be re-provided to that property (if shut off) unless and until the outstanding delinquency is paid.

A customer who owes a water bill on one property, will not be provided with water for a new property until the first delinquency is paid in full.

RULE 4 - AUTHORITY FOR TAPS

No person other than the properly authorized agent of the Water Department and acting thereunder, will be permitted to tap or make connections with the water main or distributing pipes of the Village Water System.

RULE 5 - PROPERTY OWNER'S SERVICE LINES

Persons taking Village water must keep their service pipes and fixtures connected therewith in good repair and protected from frost at their own expense and must prevent any unnecessary waste of water.

RULE 6 - BROKEN METERS AND BROKEN WATERLINES

If a meter gets out of order and fails to register, the consumer will be charged by the average daily consumption, as shown by the meter when in order. All water that passes through the meter shall be paid for by the customer, whether used or not. The Water Department reserves the right to change meters whenever necessary for repair.

When a property owner's service line breaks, unbeknownst to such customer, such that the amount of water used or lost in a given month is more than double the average used per month over the past 12 months, then such customer shall pay the regular rate for twice such average, but for the excess over such average, such customer need only reimburse the Village the actual cost to the Village for the water itself.
RULE 7 - ACCESS TO PROPERTY

The authorized agent of the Water Department shall have free access at all reasonable hours

of the day to all parts of the premises to which water is supplied, and upon discovery at any time of any irregularities in making attachments, the water may be shut off pursuant to notice until a remedy has been made satisfactory to the Water Department, and a fee of $20.00 shall be paid for the loss of time and labor spent in turning the water on and off.

RULE 8 - METERS REQUIRED

All water connections installed shall be supplied by meter only.

RULE 9 - UNPAID WATER BILLS AS LIENS

Once each year, prior to the first Monday in September, all delinquent water bills will be tallied, and sent to the County Auditor for inclusion as liens on the Real Property Tax Duplicate, for the property upon which the water bill is delinquent.

RULE 10 - PERMIT REOUIRED FOR WATER USE BY THIRD PARTY

No contractor shall use water from any service, unless the same be metered, for building purposes without first making application for same to the Water Department and securing permit to use water. All owners or occupants are strictly prohibited from furnishing water as aforesaid or allowing the same to be taken from their service pipes unless the permit has been obtained from the Water Department. Any failure to heed this rule may result in shutting off the water, pursuant to the provisions of Rule 12.

RULE 11- TURN OFF FOR FAILURE TO PAY WATER BILLS OR SEWER BILLS UPON ADVANCE NOTICE

In addition to shutting off water, if water bills are not fully paid, further water may be denied to any customer who has not timely paid their monthly Sanitary Sewer bills, or who have failed to connect to the Village Sanitary Sewer System after being so requested.

The shut-off procedures employed if such contingency occurs shall be the same as those for

water.

RULE 12 - PERMITS FOR PLUMBERS TO PERFORM WORK

Any plumber wishing to make connections or attachments to the service pipes of the water works must apply for and obtain a permit to do so.

RULE 13 - PLUMBERS REOUIRED TO CLOSE METER STOP

No plumber shall, after making any connection with a service pipe, making repairs, or putting in any new attachments, leave a meter stop open and the water turned on, on any premises, without permission from the Water Department.

RULE 14 - PLUMBERS REOUIRED TO TURN OFF WATER

Any plumber leaving water turned on without the permission of the Water Department shall be held responsible for all water used.

RULE 15 - TAP FEES AND EXTENSIONS

Anyone desiring to become a water user shall make application therefore on forms furnished by the Village subject to the following conditions:

A.
Consumer shall pay a tap fee of $500.00, or actual cost, whichever is greatest. The  Consumer shall run suitable line to the meter box; service connections will be furnished to the nearest property line by the Village, for customers within Village corporation limits. Property owners shall furnish all service lines from the meter box.

B.
The Village may, but is not required to provide water outside the corporation limits.  Such decision shall be made based upon the facts and circumstances of each case. The cost for such extensions shall be paid by the new customer or customers.

RULE 16 - RIGHT TO ALTER OR AMEND RULES AND REGULATIONS

The Village hereby reserves the right to add to or amend any or all conditions covering water service provided upon 30 days notice.

RULE 17 - OWNER OF PROPERTY RESPONSIBLE FOR RENTALS/BILLS SENT TO PROPERTY OWNER

The Village requires the property owner to be responsible and sign for rental property, and the property owner shall be liable for charges for water service.

Water bills shall be sent to the property owner.

RULE 18 - WATER WILL NOT BE PROVIDED IF SEWER BILLS

ARE NOT PAID IN FULL - OR CONNECTION IS NOT MADE TO SANITARY SEWER

If water is received, it must be discharged and treated to prevent pollution and violation of

local, state, and national laws. If sewer bills are not paid when due or if a property owner fails to connect to the sanitary sewer, water cannot be provided for the next month by the Village water system. Such customers shall be subject to shut off of their water supply for the next ensuing month. Advance Notice and procedures 

for such shut offs shall be the same as those specified elsewhere herein.

If a customer remits payment, which is less than 100% of the aggregate water and sewer bill (combined), 50% of the amount tendered shall be allocated to the water bill, and 50% to the sewer bill. Such failure to fully pay the aggregate total of both bills shall subject such customer to shut-off of water as spelled out in these Rules.

RULE 19 - TURN ON AND TURN OFF FEES

There will be a charge of $10.00 for turn off, and $10.00 to turn on water. There shall be a service charge of $100.00 if meter checked more than one (1) time per year, if found to be in working order. No charge for turn on and turn off for repairs or emergencies. $20.00 fee for setting a meter.

RULE 20 - NO NEW DEPOSITS/REFUNDS OF PRIOR DEPOSITS

All new customers requiring new tap service shall pay a tap fee charge which, shall be collected by the Village at the time of application for service permit is made in the amount of $500.00, or actual cost, whichever is greater, which includes the $25.00 turn on fee. New customers shall not be charged a deposit, since the Village has the power to collect water bills by placement of liens on the real properties served.

Anyone wishing to receive a refund of their initial deposit must submit a receipt to the Water Department within 60 days from the effective date of these new Rules and Regulations (or, if a customer for less than 12 months, within 60 days of the time that such 12 months has elapsed), or the deposit shall be forfeited and shall be used for the operations, maintenance repairs and current expenses of the Water Department. No interest shall be paid by the Village on such deposits. A specific Notice of this new provision shall be given by the Village to each Water customer.

RULE 21 - SHUT OFFS AND DELINOUENCY CHARGES

All unpaid water rents shall become due and payable on and after the 15th day of the month of issue after which a penalty of $20.00 shall be added to the original charge. If still not paid, the water service may be shut off after 14 days actual notice to the customer or property owner if not the same. When the water is turned back on there shall be paid in addition to all back charges and penalty the sum of $20.00 as a turn on charge.

RULE 22 - USE BY FIRE DEPARTMENT

The Fire Department of the Village of ______________________, or any other Fire department shall have access to any fire hydrant within the Village without permission provided however that no person except upon the written permission of the Village Administrator shall damage or disturb any fire hydrant or any part thereof or take any water from said hydrants for any other purpose other than for fighting a fire.

RULE 23 -WATER ABATEMENT/ABANDONMENT

If property owners desire to have their water service abandoned or abated, and are willing to commit themselves and future property owners to pay a new or additional connection charge at such time that water service is restored, they shall be required to execute a Water Service Abandonment Abatement & Agreement and pay to have such Agreement recorded at the Perry County Recorder's office.

RULE 24 - NO TRANSFERS WITHOUT PAYMENT OF TAP FEES

There shall be no transfer of water service from one resident to another on separate lots, without payment of the tap fee.

RULE 25 - RIGHT TO APPEAL/WATER APPEAL BOARD

Any customer or property owner aggrieved by enforcement of these rules, may file a written appeal within five (5) days of any Shut-Off Notice or any other action taken by the Village, upon which such appeal is based. A three-person Board is hereby appointed which shall consist of the Mayor, Village Administrator and one member of Council and two members of the Board of Public Affairs, which shall hear and determine such appeal. Such appeal must be filed in writing, briefly setting forth the reasons for the appeal, the action which is being appealed, and must be filed with the Mayor. The Board shall adopt policies for conducting such Hearings, including provisions for transcripts, tape recordings, etc., to afford the aggrieved property owner or customer with due process.
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