Sample water rate ordinance

ORDINANCE NO. 2006-__


AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING, AMMENDING, AND SETTING FORTH USER CHARGES AND FEES FOR THE WATERWORKS SYSTEM OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VILLAGE OF ___YOUR TOWN___.


WHEREAS, the Village of ___your town___ owns and operates a waterworks system in and for the Village; and


WHEREAS, it is the Villages’ obligation to secure funds to properly operate and maintain the water system of the Village, and


WHEREAS, An Ordinance No. 769 dated June 14, 199_ set forth rates and fees, and Ordinance No. 880 established a monthly capital improvement fee and fund for the waterworks system; and 


WHEREAS, said Ordinance No.s 769 and 880 needs to be repealed and replaced; and


WHEREAS, the  Board of Trustees of Public Affairs has advised the Village Council it must adjust user charges to provide monies necessary to enable them to properly operate, keep, maintain, and improve the Village waterworks system now and into the future, and


WHEREAS, to protect the integrity and investment the citizens of the Village have made for said waterworks system and to preserve the public peace, health, safety, and economic well-being of the Village, the Council desires to adopt these recommended user charges for the above purposes to protect the waterworks system and the residents of the Village.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF ___YOUR TOWN___, OHIO;
          Section 1: For the purpose of providing for the cost of the management, maintenance, operation and repair of the waterworks system, including the distribution system piping, source water supply, treatment system, and for the enlargement or replacement of the systems, and the payment of any debt incurred for the construction thereof; there is hereby levied and assessed a user charge upon each lot or parcel of land within or without the Village of ___your town___ on which a building, commercial, industrial, institutional or residential is located, which is connected either directly or indirectly to the waterworks system of the Village of ___your town___ to commence and be collected monthly as other utility bills of the Village.

         Section 2: The monthly user charge shall be calculated on the volume of water used directly or indirectly from the waterworks system and for ease shall be measured by the water used by each user as shown by the water meter readings. All water passing through the meter shall be presumed used and charged for.   

Where a combination system now serves the building, ie. Village water and a cistern or well, the building must be re-plumbed for all water used inside the structure to pass through the Village water meter.  Compliance with the cross connection ordinance must be maintained.
Section 3: Usage rates: 

(A)  Charges shall be per the meter readings, on a monthly basis, and as follows:



Usage
in Gallons


Rate
Minimum


0 – 1,000 


$10.00




     1,001 – 5,000


 $ 7.50 per 1,000 gallons




       Over 5,000


$  8.00 per 1,000 gallons

       Billing of actual usage maybe in 100 gallon increments.

       The minimum bill will be $10.00 per month when water is turned on to the structure.

       Water supplied to consumers residing outside the Village limits shall be 50 percent above the        

       rates of Village residents.

       Bulk water purchased will be charged at a rate of $ 10.00 per 1000 gallons or fraction there of. 

(B)  After the above rates have been in effect for eight months or on the date of the meter reading  

       for the month of ______________ 200_, the following charges shall be in effect and use to 

       calculate any and all bills for the use of the Village waterworks system;



     Usage
in Gallons


Rate
 Minimum


0 – 1,000 


$12.00




     1,001 – 10,000


 $ 8.50 per 1,000 gallons




                    Over 10,000


$  8.00 per 1,000 gallons

       Billing of actual usage maybe in 100 gallon increments.

       The minimum bill will be $12.00 per month when water is turned on to the structure.

       Water supplied to consumers residing outside the Village limits shall be 50 percent above the 

       rates of Village residents.

       Bulk water purchased will be charged at a rate of $ 10.00 per 1000 gallons or fraction there of. 

          Section 4: Fees

The following fees are hereby established or reaffirmed by this ordinance:


Late payment fee of 20% shall be charged to all bills paid after the due date of the 

water bill.

A returned check fee of $35.00 shall be charged for any check returned from the bank 

marked as insufficient funds.  Also, the customer will lose the privilege of paying their water bill by check.


A disconnect fee of $50.00 shall be charged for the disconnection of service due to non-

payment.  

A re-connect fee of $50.00 shall be charged for the reconnection of service after payment of delinquent bill when service has been discontinued.


A service call fee of $20.00 may be charged when appropriate when Village personnel are 

summoned for assistance in regard to the water system and is not the responsibility of the Village.

A monthly capital improvement fee of $4.00 per service per month shall be charged effective with the meter reading as of _____200_ and kept in a separate fund and used for capital improvement projects only. Said projects shall be only for waterworks system improvements.  This fee shall increase to $5.00 per service per month with the meter reading as of ____________, 200_.

A tap fee of $950.00 plus materials shall be charged for all three-quarter or one inch water taps. Said fee is to reimburse the Village for costs in making the tap and bring the service to the right-of-way. 

         Section 5:  The charges and fees established herein shall be in effect with the regular water meter reading in _________200_ to be billed and collected in ____________ 200_.  Any and all prior ordinances pertaining to any water usage rates and or fees listed in this ordinance shall become null and void.  This ordinance shall supercede any and all other ordinances, specifically numbers 769 and 880.
         Section 6:.To ensure future operations and to try and prevent lapsing behind in revenues in the future, the Board of Trustees of Public Affairs also advises that an automatic annual rate increase would be in the best interest of the waterworks system and the citizens of the Village of ___your town___ and shall be effective on February 1st following the effective date listed in Section 4 (B) of this Ordinance.  This automatic increase shall apply to Usage Rates, including the minimum, bulk, and water tap fees.  The automatic annual increase shall be a fixed percentage of 2or3% unless the Board of Trustees of Public Affairs recommends and the Village Council concurs approves an action to adjust this figure three months before the automatic increase date.  All waterworks system usage rates including the minimum, bulk, and water tap fees, as they existed the day prior to the automatic annual increase date, shall be increased by the fixed percentage to generate new rates and fees.  The new usage rates including the minimum, bulk, and water tap fees shall apply to all bills rendered on or after the automatic annual increase date of February 1st., and through out the ensuing twelve-month period, until January 31st of the next calendar year.  This provision does not preclude any other future rate adjustments as deemed necessary by the Board of Trustees of Public Affairs.

       Section 7: That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the passage of this ordinance were passed in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of it’s committees that resulted in such formal action, were meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

      Section 8: This ordinance is hereby declared to be necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and economic well being of the Village of ___your town___; wherefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect as soon as the law allows.

1st Reading ___________
2nd Reading _ _________
3rd Reading ___________
Passed and approved this ______ day of ______, 2006.    ___ yea  ___ nay

______________________________ 

    ________________,  Mayor



ATTEST:

           _________________________________ 

Approved as to Form:


 

    _______________, Clerk-Treasurer

____________________________

_____________, Village Solicitor


02/06


