Sample wastewater rate ordinance


ORDINANCE NO. 2004-__


AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AND SETTING FORTH USER CHARGES FOR THE SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VILLAGE OF __________.

WHEREAS, on April 29,1993 the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency issued Final 

Findings and Orders to the Village of ___________to abate pollution and eliminate unsanitary conditions within the Village; and


WHEREAS, the Village Council has directed that a sanitary sewer system be designed and constructed to serve the entire Village, and said sanitary sewer system is currently under construction, and


WHEREAS, Ordinance 2001-14 requires mandatory hookup to the sanitary sewer of the Village; and 


WHEREAS, a sanitary sewer system has been constructed in the Village and is operating, 

and


WHEREAS, a ‘user charge’ needs to be established for all users of the system; and 


WHEREAS, to protect the integrity and investment the citizens of the Village have made for said new sanitary sewer system and to preserve the public peace, health, safety, and economic well-being of the Village, the Council desires to adopt charges and regulations for the above purposes to protect the sanitary sewer system and the residents of the Village.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF __________, OHIO;
          Section 1: For the purpose of providing for the cost of the management, maintenance, operation and repair of the sanitary sewer system, including the collection system piping, pumping stations, treatment system, and for the enlargement or replacement of the systems, and the payment of any debt incurred for the construction thereof; there is hereby levied and assessed a user charge upon each lot or parcel of land within or without the Village of ________on which a building, commercial, industrial, institutional or residential is located, which is connected either directly or indirectly to the sanitary sewer system of the Village of _______to commence and be collected monthly as other utility bills of the Village.

         Section 2: The monthly user charge shall be calculated on the volume of wastewater discharged directly or indirectly into the sanitary sewer system and for ease shall be measured by the water used by each sewer user as shown by the water meter readings. All water passing through the meter shall be presumed discharged into the sanitary sewer.  No allowance will be given for water used outside the building or residence.

Where the Village Water System is available to the premises and a private un-metered water supply is used the user charge shall be based on the average monthly use of all other metered users in the Village plus 50%.  Private un-metered users may at their own cost install a meter on 

their water system for sewer billing purposes.  Said meter shall meet all current water meter specifications of the Village. 

Where the Village Water System is not yet available to the premises and a private un-metered water supply is used the user charge shall be based on the average monthly use of all other metered users in the Village plus 30%.  Private un-metered users may at their own cost install a meter on their water system for sewer billing purposes.  Said meter shall meet all current water meter specifications of the Village. 

Where a combination system now serves the building, ie. Village water and a cistern, the building must be re-plumbed for all water used inside the structure and entering the sanitary sewer system to pass through the Village water meter.  Compliance with the cross connection ordinance must be maintained.
        Section 3: The monthly debt service charge shall be charged to any separate connection discharging directly or indirectly into the Village sanitary sewer system or per water meter, which ever is greater.

Said debt service charge shall be in effect so long as the Village continues to have debt on the construction or improvements to the system.

        Section 4: The user charge and debt service charge shall be reviewed annually by the Village with the charges being adjusted upwards or downwards in order to assure that the system is and will continue to be self sufficient and that sufficient revenue is being generated from each user in the proper proportions.  

        Section 5: Said charges will be billed and collected as other utility bills in the Village.  The rules and regulations that apply to utilities billed by the Village shall also apply to the sanitary sewer user and debt service charges.  Any charges not paid when due may be assessed a penalty of 10% and added to the bill. The Village reserves the right to discontinue other Village utility service, ie, water and electric, until such unpaid sanitary sewer charges have been fully paid.

That each sanitary sewer service charge and/or debt charge levied pursuant to this ordinance is hereby made a lien upon the premises charged therewith, and, if not paid when due may be certified to the County Auditor, who shall place the same on the tax duplicate, subject to interest and penalties allowed by law, to be collected as other taxes are collected. 

        Section 6: The charges are established herein shall be in effect with the regular water meter reading in November 200_ to be billed and collected in January 200_.  

The monthly debt service charge is established as $ 26.70

The monthly user charge shall be $ 4.25 per 1000 gallons of water metered, with the  minimum monthly user charge shall be based on 3000 gallons of water metered.

Any structure required to connect to the sanitary sewer system of the Village and has not done so by the date of passage of this Ordinance shall be charged a monthly charge of $26.70 until connected and then charged according to use as stated above.

  Section 7: That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the passage of this ordinance were passed in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of it’s committees that resulted in such formal action, were meetings open to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

      Section 8: This ordinance is hereby declared to be necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and economic well being of the Village of Republic; wherefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect as soon as the law allows.

1st Reading ___________
2nd Reading _ _________
3rd Reading ___________
Passed and approved this ______ day of ______, 200_.    ___ yea  ___ nay

______________________________ 

    ______________,  Mayor



ATTEST:

           _________________________________ 

Approved as to Form:


 

    ______________, Clerk-Treasurer

____________________________

______________, Village Solicitor


02/06


